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abstract

The ‘Maintenance Work” work of Mirielle Laderman Ukeles was used as a trajectory
towards analysing issues concerning health care, socially embedded artists and
employment. This paid particular focus on the UK’s under threat National Health Service in
an attempt to recontextualize the situation with relevant universal artist struggles. Through
notions of care as a creative act connections were made between contemporaries like the
feminist collective ‘Precarias a la deriva’ and Occupy Museums, whilst attempting to scan
the potentials and problems behind self-organisation, embeddedness and work precarity
through art and current social issues. It took the understanding that if Deleuze’s notion of a
creative act was shared among society and not just privileged within art then so too must
forms of emancipation to be shared and challenged. Specifically as care towards life is
presented as exhaustive under economy, a world in which this is less dependent on

economy is sought.



I have become involved in exploring what I call ‘the performance turn’, a shift from
representing lived experience as narrative to presenting lived experience as
performance... in particular the demand that performance be a form of social action,
revealing and displaying oppression for its impact on constraining the realisation of
social good. !
Influenced by Norman Denzin’s performance ethnography and approaches to interactionist
sociology,? this quotation does not come from a self-identified artist, but the reflective
practitioner Christopher Jones who operates primarily in nursing and health care
environments. Through reflective writing, listening, spoken exchanges, presentations and
role play, the activity of this physician highlights conflicts which arise in the health care
system, whilst seeking hybrid working functions that bridges or embeds itself within the
patient/professional dichotomy. This includes reformulating the seating arrangements of
hospital staff and their hierarchical work place distinctions, to dramas that focus on
interactions with cancer patients and the relevancy of extra holistic practices. Approaches
that could just as well be comparable to the performed dialogical aesthetics of artists in
Grant H. Kester’s comprehensively framed work, Conversation Pieces:

A concept of empathetic insight is a necessary component of a dialogical aesthetic...

Dialogical works can challenge dominant representations of a given community and
create a more complex understanding?
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Within this reflective framework of artists operating in embedded social encounters outside
the art system, Kester’s formulation of a history inevitably encounters the work of Mirielle
Laderman Ukeles; in particular her “Touch Sanitation” (1980) performance activities with
the New York Sanitation Workers.* 35 years on from this documentation and it can be
argued that the embedded artist is now a common occurrence whilst “artistic language” is
well incorporated into other spheres of production by those like Jones, who conventionally

operate outside of art systems.
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